
The norms and values 
of the professional care 
workers are crucial for 
the choice that the client 
makes with regard to the 
decision to have children. 

The client's parents are 
partially responsible for 
raising the client's child. 

With good support, 
someone with an 
intellectual disability
can raise a child.

I know what our  
organization's vision is 
regarding the topic of 
"desire to have children  
for people with intellectual 
disabilities."





the perspective of 
our organization regarding 
the clients' desire 
to have a child is not 
practically viable. 

If the organization's 
vision is not in 
agreement with my  
personal values and 
norms, this is not where 
I should be. 

A practical step-by-step 
plan is needed to make  
the organization's vision 
regarding the clients'  
desire to have a child 
practicable. 

To provide proper care 
to clients who want to 
have a child, I have 
to have a well-defined 
perspective  (of the  
organization or  the  
government) regarding 
this topic.





If I want a child, I do not 
have to consult with other 
people. Why should  
clients have to do that?

A having a child is 
a personal choice.
It is no one else's 
business. 

You are excessively  
occupied with private  
matters when you
 are going to discuss a 
client's desire to have a 
child. 

A child has a right to 
proper parenting.
People with an intellectual
disability cannot  provide 
that.





The right  of the woman  
who wants a child takes 
priority over the right of 
the child.

We do not have the right  
to make decisions for  
clients.

As professional care  
worker, it is your job to 
explain to the client  
thoroughly what having  
a child involves. 

as professional care  
worker, you discuss the  
client's desire to have a 
child so that she/he can 
make a well-informed  
decision.









It is not responsible 
to let someone with an 
intellectual disability to 
have a child.

We (professional care  
workers) determine if a  
client may have children. 

You should not talk about 
the desire to have a child 
with clients: You should 
let sleeping dogs lie.

An organization should  
not invest too much 
in clients  who want or  
have children. 





Nine  out  of  ten people 
with an intellectual  
disability fail as parents. 

Every person has the right 
to have children. 

The topic of the desire to 
have  a child  should  be 
openly discussed as easily 
as topics such as post, 
household chores, or  
finances. 

As professional care  
worker, you are  
responsible for  
the client's choice  
to have a child. 





We only have to care  
for the client, not for the 
(unborn) child. 

It is better not to  
emphasize a topic like the 
desire to have a child with 
people who have a low IQ 
and a low social-
emotional development.

It is irresponsible if  
someone with an  
intellectual disability   
has  a  child without  
a good social network. 

As a professional care 
worker, 
you can have discussions 
with the client, but  
ultimately, the client 
herself determines if she 
is going to have a child. 





Wanting to talk about  
having  children or  not is 
not the client's problem:  
It is the professional care 
worker's problem.

The desire to have a child: 
the client always has the 
last word. 

It is better to discourage 
rather than encourage  
clients regarding their  
desire to have a child.

It  is  the  social 
responsibility of an  
organization  to ensure  
that  people  with  an 
intellectual disability 
who have children, receive 
supervision  as best  as 
possible for the care and 
parenting of their children. 




